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SUBJECT: US/ASEAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS - ATTENDANCE OF COUNSELORS 

REF: STATE 197342 

1 . WE WISH TO ASK THE DEPARTMENT TO RECONSIDER ITS DECISION 
TO LIMIT U.S. ATTENDANCE AT THE CONSULTATIONS TO ACCREDITED 
MEMBERS OF THE U.S. DELEGATION. THE ASEAN COORDINATOR HAS 
NO OBJECTIONS TO THE ATTENDANCE OF THE ECONOMIC COUNSELORS 
FROM THE OTHER ASEAN COUNTRIES AND OF SELECTED EMBASSY 
OFFICERS. SHE ASKS THAT WE SIMPLY NOTIFY DFA BY NAME OF 

THE PERSONS FOR WHOM PASSES ARE DESIRED. THIS HAS BEEN A 
NORMAL PRACTICE WITH OTHER ASEAN MEETINGS. 

2. IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY THE EXPENSE OF BRINGING 
THE COUNSELORS TO MANILA FOR AN ADVANCE BRIEFING AND A 
FINAL BRIEFING WHILE THEY SIT IDLE DURING THE THREE DAY 
INTERVAL. ABOVE ALL, THE ASEAN MINISTERS AND OFFICIALS IN 
ATTENDANCE WHO ARE THEIR CONTACTS BACK IN THE HOME CAPITALS 
WILL NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE ECONOMIC CHIEF OF THE U.S. EMBASSY 
IN THEIR COUNTRY CANNOT ATTEND THE MEETINGS. HIS STATURE 

AND USEFULNESS WOULD BE DIMINISHED CONSIDERABLY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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3. THERE MAY BE REASONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S ORIGINAL 
DECISION WHICH WE ARE NOT AWARE OF, BUT WE HOPE OUR VIEWS 
ABOVE WILL PROMPT A RECONSIDERATION. 
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